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For Immediate Release 
 
(Vancouver, BC, November 27, 2003) Nuu’chah’nulth Hereditary Chief, 
Shawn Atleo (A-in-chut) was elected Tuesday, November 25th as the BC 
Regional Chief for the Assembly of First Nations.  
 
Shawn Atleo replaces Herb George (Satsan) who announced earlier this year 
that he would not seek a third term after serving as the BC Regional Chief for 
the last six years. Satsan remains as a member of the BC First Nations 
Summit Task Group. 
 
"The election to the Office of the BC Regional Chief gives me the opportunity 
to help the First Nations in British Columbia organize as an inclusive and 
powerful voice for First Nations here in BC and nationally”, announced Mr. 
Atleo. “I am looking forward to working with all the First Nations leaders in 
BC to ensure that our voices are clearly heard understood and that we are in 
a position of developing productive and meaningful relationships with 
Government, Industry and other public institutions”. 
 
The Office of the BC Regional Chief represents all 198 First Nations in the 
province. The Election for the position of the BC Regional Chief is held every 
three years.  
 
Other candidates running for the position of AFN Regional Chief included 
Deborah Hanuse, Bill Wilson and Robert Shinta. Shawn was the successful 
candidate following an announcement of 3 rd ballot results.  
 
For more information please contact: 
 
The Office of the BC Regional Vice-Chief 
Phone: 604-609-0114 
 
Or Shawn Atleo at:   250-720-9003 

www3.telus.net/satleo  
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Suite #205 – 675 West Hastings Street  
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Phone:  (604)  609-0114 
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Backgrounder 
 

Shawn Atleo 
(A-in-chut) 

 
 
A-in-chut (Shawn Atleo), is a Hereditary Chief from the Ahousaht First 
Nation, and Co Chairman of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council on 
Vancouver Island.  Shawn is supported and gains his strength from his 
partner of 17 years Nancy and their 2 teenage children, Tyson and 
Tara.  Traditional teachings guided Shawn to serve First Nations for 17 
years as a leader, negotiator, facilitator, mediator, strategic planner, 
and President of Umeek Human Resource Development.   

Shawn is the first Aboriginal person to graduate with an International 
Masters Degree from a four-university program that was co-hosted by 
the University of Technology Sydney Australia, University of British 
Columbia, University of Linkoping Sweden and the University of the 
Western Cape South Africa.  Shawn has served on numerous Boards 
and Committees including the AFN National Environment Committee 
and has recently completed an Executive Management Course at 
Stanford University in California.  All Shawn’s efforts have been 
focused on empowering people and communities towards self-
determination and building hope for the future. 

Shawn exercises leadership by first listening to gain an understanding 
and then working with people to make positive change.  He is very 
passionate and committed to First Nations people and issues and is 
honoured by this opportunity to work for all First Nations of BC. 
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